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INTRODUCTION

The family Deinopidae C.L. Kock, 1850
has a broad distribution in tropical and
subtropical ecosystems worldwide (World
Spider Catalog, 2018). In Argentina it is
registered in the northeast of the coun-
try (Figure 1) (Schiapelli y Gerschman de
Pikellin, 1957; Avalos et al., 2007; Rubio y
Moreno, 2010; Escobar et al., 2012), where
exists the presence of gallery forests
(Cabrera y Willink, 1973). Schiapelli and
Gerschman cited the family for the first
time in 1957 for the province of Misiones,
describing a new species, Deinopis amica.
Laborda et al., (2012) reported the first re-
cord for Uruguay. They collected individu-
als of D. amica on the Uruguay River islands
and coast, close to Fray Bentos City, which
was, until now, the southernmost limit of
the family (Figure 1).

According to Dippenaar-Schoeman and
Jocqué 1997, the diagnostic characteristics
of the family are: medium-sized spiders,
bodies usually elongated, eight eyes in
three rows and posterior median eyes en-
larged, abdomen with one or two humps,
entelegyne, cribellate, front legs long and
slender, three-clawed tarsi. In the field,
they can be recognized for their small,
rectangular and expandable web, held
by the front legs (Brescovit et al., 2002;
Dippenaar-Schoeman and Jocqué, 1997).
They are known as ogre-faced spiders or
net-casting spiders.

In this work, we report the first record
of the family Deinopidae in the Province
of Buenos Aires, Argentina. It is also the
southernmost record for the family in
South America.

Figure 1 - Geographic distribution of Deinopis in Argentina and Uruguay. At the left, a picture showing the place

where the new record was obtained.
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