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Abstract. A review of the pertinent literature shows that the proposed genus Pachypus d’ Alton was
never described and was only mentioned, with an erroneous reference, by Owen (1841). All later
authors have never seen the original paper and refer to it, directly or indirectly, under the authority
of Owen. The genus should be referred to as: Pachypus d”Alton, 1839, in Owen, 1841, genus coelebs, in
fact a nomen illegitimum and homonym of Pachypus Dejean, 1821.
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Resumen. Un andlisis de la literatura confirma que el género Pachypus d’Alton nunca fue
formalmente descrito y s6lo mencionado, con una referencia errénea, por Owen (1841). Ninguno de
los autores posteriores jamas consulté el trabajo original y lo mencionan, directa o indirectamente,
bajo la autoridad de Owen. El género deberia ser citado como Pachypus d’Alton, 1839, in Owen, 1841,

genus coelebs, de hecho, un nomen illegitimum y homénimo de Pachypus Dejean, 1821.

Palabras clave. Mammalia, Glyptdontidae, Pachypus, Nomenclatura, Bibliografia.
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ON THE ELUSIVE GLYPTODONT GENUS PACHYPUS D’ALTON

“A este proposito digo que mi in-
tencion es dezir lo que se y he visto en
aquestas cosas...”

Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo. 1535.
La Historia General de las Indias, Libro XV,
Capitulo I, folio CXII verso.

The genus Pachypus d’Alton, accord-
ing to Owen (1841:86, footnote), was ap-
parently erected in 1839. I was unable to
find the original description of this taxon
as given by Owen (op. cit.) in “...the meet-
ing of the German Naturalists at Erlangen,
September 1839...”. Pachypus has often been
mentioned in the literature, but it seems that
nobody really consulted the original publi-
cation and probably has ever seen it. Prob-
ably all these mentions have followed the
principle of authority accepting what Owen
expressed.

Over the years I've tried to find the origi-
nal description of Pachypus, without success.
Finally, I could consult four of the reports of
the yearly meetings beginning with that of
1838 and ending in 1841 (Figure 1) with the
following results:

1. The 16. Versammlung (meeting) of the
Gesellschaft deutscher Naturforscher
und Aerzte (from here on as GANA) took
place in 1838 in the city of Freiburg and
was printed in September 1839 (GdANA,
1839:iv). D’Alton does not appear in the
list of participants. Owen participated
only in this meeting, presenting a paper
on the dental structure of fossil fishes
and amphibians (GANA, 1839:25, 69). No
mention of Pachypus in this volume.

2. The 17. Versammlung took place in
Pyrmont in 1839 and was printed in
November-December 1840  (GdNA,
1840). D’ Alton figures in the list of par-
ticipants presenting two papers, one on
the human brain and the other on com-
parative osteology of birds and mammals
(GdNZ, 1840:813, 920-922, 949). Owen did
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not participate but he is mentioned on p.

922. This is the only meeting published in

a journal. No mention of Pachypus in this

volume.

3. The 18. Versammlung took place in
Erlangen in 1840 and was printed after
January 15, 1841 (GANA, 1841:iv). Neither
d’Alton nor Owen are listed among the
participants. No mention of Pachypus in
this volume.

4.19. Versammlung took place in
Braunschweig in 1841 and was printed
in March 1842 (GdNA, 1842:vi). As in
the previous meeting none of the two re-
searchers is on the list of participants. No
mention of Pachypus in this volume.

I have traced the citations of Pachypus in
the literature with the following results in
chronological order:

- d’Alton (1839) except for the mention by
Owen (1841:86), no reference found.

- Owen (1841:86, footnote) is the author
of the first mention of Pachypus as a syn-
onym of Glyptodon.

- Wagner (1843:60), citation based on
Owen (1841).

- Owen (1845:108, footnote) reproduces
the same text from Owen (1841).

- Agassiz (1845:7 of the addenda to Mam-
malia) mentions the genus as synonym
of Glyptodon as published in the Vers-
ammlung of 1839 (sic) not indicating the
place.

- Bronn (1848:537), citation based on Owen
(1845).

- Bronn (1853:996) mentions it as synonym
of Hoplophorus selloi Lund, 1839.

- Nodot (1857:75) mentions the genus as
published in the meeting of Erlangen,
1839 (sic) probably following Owen
(1841 or 1845).

- Ameghino (1889:760) mentions the ge-
nus as published in the meeting of Erlan-
gen, 1839 (sic) probably following Owen
(1841 or 1845).

- Palmer (1904:495) mentions Pachypus
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Figure 1 - From upper left, clockwise, title page of the Versammlungen (meetings) in 1838 (Freiburg), 1839 (Pyr-
mont), 1840 (Erlangen), and 1841 (Braunschweig).
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ON THE ELUSIVE GLYPTODONT GENUS PACHYPUS D’ALTON

d’ Alton 1839 based on Bronn (1848).

- Sherborn (1929:4675) follows Bronn (1848).

- Mones (1986:244) follows Owen (1845).

- McKenna & Bell (1997:91) mention
Pachypus d’Alton, 1839, as synonym of
Glyptodon, without a source.

None of the references indicates the page
of the original mention, confirming my sup-
position that nobody, even Owen, has seen
the original paper.

All these references, directly or indirectly,
follow the authority of Owen (1841 or 1845),
and seem to agree in considering the genus
a synonym of Glyptodon (some of them of
Hoplophorus), and therefore making it avail-
able as a valid genus (ICZN, Art. 11.6.1.). Cu-
riously the taxon is not mentioned by Roger
(1896, and earlier editions), Trouessart (1898,
1905) or Simpson (1945).

I think that my fruitless search for this
reference indicates that the citation is erro-
neous. As stated above, the Versammlung
(Figure 1) of Erlangen took place in 1840, not
in 1839, and neither d’Alton nor Owen par-
ticipated in it. The previous year, 1839, the
Versammlung took place in Pyrmont where
Prof. Eduard d’Alton figures on the list of
participants. The year and the author agree
with Owen’s information, but not the place,
but the name of Pachypus is not to be found
here. As they have never met in these meet-
ings, it is possible that there was some kind
of correspondence between d’Alton and
Owen with the wrong information.

In any case, I think that the name falls
within the limitations of Art. 9.9 and/or Art.
11.6. ICZN). As far as I know, nobody has
accepted Pachypus as a valid genus.

According to Owen (1841:86, footnote) the
name Pachypus was proposed to substitute
that of Glyptodon (“Prof. D=Alton has subse-
quently brought the subject of the Glyptodon
... and has proposed for it the generic name
of Pachypus”). As far as there is no evidence
that this name was ever published together
with a description it should be better consid-
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ered a junior synonym of Glyptodon. On the
other hand, it is unavailable for nomencla-
tural purposes as a homonym of Pachypus
Dejean, 1821 (Coleoptera, p. 57). The earliest
printed occurrence I was able to find is in the
above-mentioned paper by Owen (1841:86),
a paper that I cannot date accurately. It
was read at the Geological Society of Lon-
don Session held on March 23, 1839 (Owen,
1841:81; it must be pointed out that the Vers-
ammlungen always took place in the month
of September, that means six months after
Owen’s presentation!). The inclusion of the
mentioned footnote means that it was add-
ed at earliest after September 1840. I assume
that the year 1839 is an Owen’s misprint.

The genus should be referred to as: Pachy-
pus d’Alton, 1839, in Owen, 1841, genus coe-
lebs, non Dejean, 1821, and better considered
as a nomen illegitimum.
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